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Growing successful students, engaged families, stronger communities

Governor’s Summit on Extended
Learning Opportunities

Governor Heineman hosted an all day Governor’s Summit on
Expanded Learning Opportunities on Wednesday, January 23rd
The summit focused on opportunities to better integrate emerging
initiatives in afterschool, parental involvement, and early childhood
education and featured several panel discussions covering issues
ranging from the statewide policy environment, value of expanded
learning opportunities and profiles of programs in Sidney, Lincoln,
Omaha and Freemont.

The keynote presentation was provided by Dr. Heather Weiss, founder
and director of the Harvard Family Research Project. Dr. Weiss’
presentation focused on the concept of complementary learning and
she challenged the summit participants to think about how to better
connect schools to the world of community and family resources that
support school-based learning as a strategy to improve outcomes

for all student. More information on the complementary learning
approach, and the Harvard Family Research Project, can be found

at http://www.gse.harvard.edu/hfrp/projects/complementary-
learning.html.

Governor Heineman, who attended the full day of activities along with
First Lady Sally Ganem, used the occasion of the summit to declare the
week of January 21 — 25th Expanded Learning Opportunities Week.
The Network developed a briefing binder for this summit that contains
information that you might find useful in your communities as you
build your own case for local support. This material, as well as links to
a Omaha World Herald story on the summit, can be downloaded from
our new website at www.NebraskaCLCNetwork.org.

Also at the Capitol . . .

CLC Awareness Week materials have been on display in the Capitol
rotunda this week. We assembled materials covering local, statewide
and national initiatives in the CLC world. This year we had additional
materials looking at the role of parental engagement, including a
presentation table for the State PTA which focused on the value of
community schools for encouraging parental engagement.




